
What you can do to help

Field check
 Medium sized bird, about 20 cm in

length
 Adult males and females have a bright

crimson head and neck
 Juveniles have a brownish-grey head

and neck
 Black wings and back
 White wing patches and belly

Do you live near Red-headed
Woodpeckers?
Red-headed Woodpeckers are found in Ontario
south of Georgian Bay, and are also found in
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Quebec.
They live in forests and woodlands where they
can find dead trees or branches to nest in.  They
also use open areas such as pastures,
grasslands, orchards, urban parks and
roadsides where they catch flying insects.
The birds migrate to the southern United States
where they spend the winter in forests with
mature oak and beech trees.
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Saving Red-headed Woodpecker:

What you can do to help
 Learn to identify this bird. If you are lucky

enough to discover a new population of Red-
headed Woodpeckers, be sure to report it to
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or
the Natural Heritage Information Centre.

 Do not remove dead trees from your
woodlot.  Snags and dying trees provide
nesting habitat for the Red-headed
Woodpecker.  If you must remove dead
branches for safety reasons, cut it back but
don’t remove it completely.

 Create foraging habitat by planting open
meadow or tall grass prairie plant species
along wooded edges

 Avoid using pesticides in the forest unless
absolutely necessary.  Pesticides reduce the
Red-headed Woodpecker’s insect food
sources, and may have residual effects on the
birds themselves, and many other forest
species.

 Plant native fruit-bearing trees to provide a
food source.

The Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes
erythrocephalus) is a widespread but rare bird
with vivid colours.
They play an important role in the forest by
dispersing acorns and beechnuts, and the tree
cavities that they excavate for their nests provide
sleeping and nesting sites for many other
species.
It is one of the few North American woodpeckers
that catches flying insects ‘on the wing’, and
adult birds will bring live insects to release for
their young to teach them this skill. They also
store live insects in cracks in trees, gently
wedging them in so that they remain alive, but
can’t escape.
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Good sources of information
Carolinian Canada Coalition:
www.carolinian.org
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources:
Includes information about Ontario Species at Risk
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/
Natural Heritage Information Centre
http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/
Bird Studies Canada
www.bsc-eoc.org
Find your local Conservation Authority Office:
www.conservationontario.ca
Government of Canada Species at Risk Public
Registry:
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
Find your local Stewardship Council:
www.ontariostewardship.org
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs
www.omafra.gov.on.ca/
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Includes information about the Environmental Farm
Plan
ontariosoilcrop.org

The Red-headed Woodpecker is the
inspiration for everybody’s favourite
cartoon woodpecker – Woody
Woodpecker!

Did you know?

Status
Red-headed Woodpecker is Threatened
nationally and a species of Special Concern
provincially.  It is also protected under the
federal Migratory Birds Conservation Act.
Carolinian Canada Coalition is working with
local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Offices, Conservation Authorities and other
Non-Governmental Organizations to recover
Species at Risk.
You can help the recovery efforts by protecting
this species and its habitat.

More Best Stewardship Practices
 Keep your pets on a leash when you walk

them in natural areas, as pets can transport
invasive plant seeds if they get stuck in the
pet's hair.

 Stay on designated trails when you visit a
natural area or use your off-road vehicle to
avoid trampling plants and disturbing their
sensitive habitat.

 Learn to identify invasive species. Your
local Conservation Authority or Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources Office can
provide you with information on invasive
species that occur in your area and what you
can do to help prevent their spread.

 Learn about stewardship activities in your
area and actively participate in protecting
Species at Risk. To find more information
about stewardship activities in your area,
contact your local Stewardship Council or
Conservation Authority.

 Take advantage of the Environmental
Farm Plan program. To learn more contact
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs.

 If you have Species at Risk on your
property, you may be eligible for stewardship
programs or financial incentives that support
the protection and recovery of Species at
Risk and their habitats. Contact the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources for more
information.

 Report any illegal activity related to plants
and wildlife to 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)
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