
What you can do to help
The Five-lined Skink (Plestiodon fasciatus) is a
small, smooth-scaled lizard.  Colour varies with
age and gender.  Juveniles and young adult
females are glossy black with five cream stripes
down their back.  Juveniles also have a bright
blue or blue-grey tail. Males and older females
fade to a more even bronze, but you can often
still see the stripes. Males have a wider jaw and
their chin and jaw are bright orange, especially
during breeding season.

Do you live near Five-lined Skinks?
In the Carolinian zone Five-lined Skinks are
found at five sites near the shores of Lakes Erie,
St. Clair, and Huron. The Five-lined Skink lives
in areas that are quite open, close to the water,
where sunlight can reach the ground.  Areas like
stabilized sand dunes, open forest areas, and
wetlands.  In these areas they find shelter under
things like decomposing tree trunks,
construction materials, utility poles, and wooden
boardwalks. They hunt insects in leaf litter and
woody debris. They also use trees to hunt, bask
and escape predators.  Having shelter objects is
vital to the Five-lined Skink so it can protect
itself against extreme temperatures and
desiccation (drying out).
Female skinks build their nests in sand, often
beneath wood, stones or plant debris, where
they stay with the eggs until they hatch.
Five-lined Skinks may hibernate in groups by
burying themselves in the soil under woody
debris.

Saving Five-lined Skink:

What you can do to help
 Create brushpiles to provide cover habitat

and/or prey sources.
 Provide a 30m undisturbed area around

known hibernation sites.
 Provide additional nesting habitat by laying

out cover boards throughout the property.
 When cutting trees leave stumps in place or

even dislodge them slightly to give access to
the root system.

 Do not collect driftwood, leave it in place as it
provides important skink habitat.

Field check
 Only lizard in Ontario
 5 yellow/cream stripes on body
 Juveniles have brilliant blue tail
 Prefer dry, hot habitats

If a predator catches a skink by the tail,
the tail will break off and begin to thrash
about. The moving tail distracts the
predator while the lizard escapes.
Although a new tail will grow over time,
the skink will have lost much of the fat
reserves on which it relies to survive the
winter.

Did you know?

Above: juvenile Five-linked Skink
Below: female (left) and male (right) Five-lined
Skinks
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Saving Five-lined Skink

Status
The Carolinian Population of the Five-lined
Skink is listed as Endangered nationally and
provincially. It is illegal to kill, harm or collect the
species, or to destroy its habitat in Ontario.
Carolinian Canada Coalition is working with
local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Offices, Conservation Authorities and other
Non-Governmental Organizations to recover
Species at Risk.
You can help the recovery efforts by protecting
this species and its habitat.

General Best Stewardship Practices
 Keep domestic pets on a leash when

outside to prevent them from harming or
harassing native wildlife.

 Learn to identify invasive species. Your
local Conservation Authority or Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources Office can
provide you with information on invasive
species that occur in your area and what you
can do to help prevent their spread.

 Learn about stewardship activities in your
area and actively participate in protecting
Species at Risk. To find more information
about stewardship activities in your area,
contact your local Stewardship Council or
Conservation Authority.

 Take advantage of the Environmental Farm
Plan program. To learn more contact the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs.

 Report any illegal activity related to plants
and wildlife to 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)

Good sources of information

If you have Species at Risk on your
property, you may be eligible for
stewardship programs or financial
incentives that support the protection
and recovery of Species at Risk and
their habitats. Contact the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources for more
information.

Did you know?
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Carolinian Canada Coalition:
www.carolinian.org
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources:
Includes information about Ontario Species at Risk
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/
Natural Heritage Information Centre
http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/
Find your local Conservation Authority Office:
www.conservationontario.ca
Government of Canada Species at Risk Public
Registry:
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
Find your local Stewardship Council:
www.ontariostewardship.org
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Includes information about the Environmental Farm
Plan
ontariosoilcrop.org
Toronto Zoo Adopt-a-Pond
Learn more about Ontario’s reptiles, their habitat
and related conservation initiatives.
www.torontozoo.com/Adoptapond
Ontario’s Reptile and Amphibian Atlas
See how you can participate and learn more about
Ontario’s reptiles and amphibians.
www.ontarionature.org/protect/species/herpetofauna
l_atlas.php


