
What you can do to help
The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake (Heterodon
platirhinos) is a thick-bodied snake that can vary
in colour and pattern. Some have a light base
colour of olive, tan, yellow, brown or grey with
alternating dark blotches down the back and
sides and a large blotch behind each eye.
Others are a darker solid green to brown or
black colour with no markings. The belly is often
mottled and can be yellowish, grey, cream, or
pinkish. They have long, upturned scales on
their nose giving the unmistakable upturned
snout, which gives this species its name. The
scales of the Eastern Hog-nosed Snake are
keeled (rough to the touch).

Do you live near Eastern Hog-nosed
Snakes?
The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake is found in
several locations throughout the Carolinian
zone. Within this zone it is usually only found in
areas with sand, or well-drained soils.  Here it
lives in fields, forests, shrubland, beaches, old
dune habitats, forest clearings and rock
outcrops. These areas must be near wet areas
like swamps where it hunts and eats toads.
During the summer, the females lay their eggs in
rotting logs, under rocks or leaves, or they may
use their up-turned snouts to dig their nests in
the sand.
In the winter it will hibernate in an existing
animal burrow or dig a burrow with its snout.

Saving Eastern Hog-nosed Snake:

 Avoid all forest management work and travel
within 30m of known hibernation sites.

 When cutting trees leave stumps in place or
even dislodge them slightly to provide access
to the root system.

 Protect, maintain and restore south-facing
rocky slopes adjacent to small forest
openings or wetlands from development and
trampling.

Field check
 Flat head with

upturned snout
 Thick bodied
 Large blotch behind each eye on light

coloured individuals
 This harmless snake may raise up

and flatten its neck (like a cobra), coil
its body, open its mouth, hiss loudly
or play dead when threatened

What you can do to help
 Keep your property as natural as possible.

Maintain or create brush piles and leave logs
to decay where they lie.

 Do not remove or change the position of
rocks on your property, and create new rock
piles if possible.

 Provide additional thermoregulation, nesting
habitat by laying out cover boards throughout
the property.

 Create or maintain amphibian (toad) breeding
areas.
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Did you know?
When disturbed Eastern Hog-nosed Snakes
raise their head, flatten their neck like a cobra,
hiss loudly and lunge toward threat. If that
doesn’t deter their attacker they roll onto their
back and play dead!
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Saving Eastern Hog-nosed Snake

Status
The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake is listed as
Threatened nationally and provincially. It is
illegal to kill, harm or collect the species, or to
destroy its habitat in Ontario.
Carolinian Canada Coalition is working with
local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Offices, Conservation Authorities and other
Non-Governmental Organizations to recover
Species at Risk.
You can help the recovery efforts by protecting
this species and its habitat.

General Best Stewardship Practices
 Keep domestic pets on a leash when

outside to prevent them from harming or
harassing native wildlife.

 Learn to identify invasive species. Your
local Conservation Authority or Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources Office can
provide you with information on invasive
species that occur in your area and what you
can do to help prevent their spread.

 Learn about stewardship activities in your
area and actively participate in protecting
Species at Risk. To find more information
about stewardship activities in your area,
contact your local Stewardship Council or
Conservation Authority.

 Take advantage of the Environmental Farm
Plan program. To learn more contact the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs.

 If you have Species at Risk on your property,
you may be eligible for stewardship programs
or financial incentives that support the
protection and recovery of Species at Risk and
their habitats. Contact the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources for more information.

 Report any illegal activity related to plants
and wildlife to 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)

Good sources of information

Did you know?

Environment
Canada

Environnement
Canada

Carolinian Canada Coalition:
www.carolinian.org
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources:
Includes information about Ontario Species at Risk
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/
Natural Heritage Information Centre
http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/
Find your local Conservation Authority Office:
www.conservationontario.ca
Government of Canada Species at Risk Public
Registry:
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
Find your local Stewardship Council:
www.ontariostewardship.org
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Includes information about the Environmental Farm
Plan
ontariosoilcrop.org
Toronto Zoo Adopt-a-Pond
Learn more about Ontario’s reptiles, their habitat
and related conservation initiatives.
www.torontozoo.com/Adoptapond
Ontario’s Reptile and Amphibian Atlas
See how you can participate and learn more about
Ontario’s reptiles and amphibians.
www.ontarionature.org/protect/species/herpetofauna
l_atlas.php

Unlike other snakes, Eastern Hog-nosed
Snakes usually hibernate alone.


