
What you can do to help
Eastern Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida) is a
small understorey tree of deciduous or mixed
forests and open habitats. Eastern Flowering
Dogwood can be easily identified in the spring
by its showy white flowers.

Field check
 Height: up to 10 m
 Leaves: opposite, smooth margins,

veins curve toward the tip of the leaf
 Bark: rough
 Flowers: early spring; yellowish-green

surrounded by 4 white petal-like bracts

Do you live near Eastern Flowering
Dogwood?
In Canada, Eastern Flowering Dogwood occurs
locally in extreme southern Ontario. It grows in
dry to slightly moist soils in deciduous or mixed
forests, open woods, forest edges, fence-rows
and along roadsides.

Saving Eastern Flowering Dogwood:

What you can do to help
 Learn to identify this plant. If you are lucky

enough to discover a new population of
Eastern Flowering Dogwood, be sure to
report it to the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources or the Natural Heritage
Information Centre.

 Maintain natural hydrology of the area
where trees grow by preserving surrounding
trees and avoiding drainage alteration.
Eastern Flowering Dogwood does not tolerate
significant changes in moisture regimes.

 Help manage Dogwood Anthracnose.
Burning is one of the ways used to control this
fungus. Given the potential hazards to people
and property, extreme caution should always
be used with fire, and prescribed burns
should only be undertaken under the
supervision of an expert, and with appropriate
permits in place. Contact the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources for guidance.

 Connect natural areas to allow exchange of
genetic material between populations of
Eastern Flowering Dogwood. Individual trees
that have natural resistance to the fungus can
spread it to other populations.
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What is Dogwood Anthracnose?
Dogwood Anthracnose is a fungus that infects
Eastern Flowering Dogwood. The fungus
attacks the leaves and stem. You will see tan-
coloured spots on the leaves that later develop
into holes. The damage to the leaves causes
them to die and fall off. The fungus also causes
cankers to appear on the main stem and twigs.
25-75% of infected trees die.
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Status
Eastern Flowering Dogwood is Endangered
nationally and provincially. It is illegal to kill,
harm, or collect it, or to destroy its habitat in
Ontario.
Carolinian Canada Coalition is working with
local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Offices, Conservation Authorities and other
Non-Governmental Organizations to recover
Species at Risk.
You can help the recovery efforts by protecting
this species and its habitat.

More Best Stewardship Practices
 Keep your pets on a leash when you walk

them in natural areas, as pets can transport
invasive plant seeds if they get stuck in the
pet's hair.

 Learn to identify invasive species. Your
local Conservation Authority or Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources Office can
provide you with information on invasive
species that occur in your area and what you
can do to help prevent their spread.

 Avoid dumping waste of any kind in
natural areas. Garbage damages plants,
pollutes the environment and may introduce
invasive species.

 Landscape with native plant species from
local seed-stock supplied by a reputable
garden centre.

 Learn about stewardship activities in your
area and actively participate in protecting
Species at Risk. To find more information
about stewardship activities in your area,
contact your local Stewardship Council or
Conservation Authority.

 Take advantage of the Environmental
Farm Plan program. To learn more contact
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs.

 If you have Species at Risk on your
property, you may be eligible for stewardship
programs or financial incentives that support
the protection and recovery of Species at
Risk and their habitats. Contact the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources for more
information.

 Report any illegal activity related to plants
and wildlife to 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)
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Good sources of information
Carolinian Canada Coalition:
www.carolinian.org
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources:
Includes information about Ontario Species at Risk
www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/
Natural Heritage Information Centre
http://nhic.mnr.gov.on.ca/
Find your local Conservation Authority Office:
www.conservationontario.ca
Government of Canada Species at Risk Public
Registry:
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
Find your local Stewardship Council:
www.ontariostewardship.org
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs
www.omafra.gov.on.ca/
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Includes information about the Environmental Farm
Plan
ontariosoilcrop.org


