Saving Butler’s Gartersnake:

The Butler's Gartersnake is a small, short-
headed snake. It is brown with three yellow
stripes: one down the back and one on each
side. The chin and belly are light yellow.
Sometimes this snake can be melanistic (black
with an unstriped back). The scales of the
Butler's Grater are keeled (rough to the touch).

Do you live near Butler's
Gartersnakes?

The Butler's Gartersnake can only be found at a
few sites in the Carolinian zone. During most of
the year it is found in open areas with dense
grasses such as near ditches, seasonally dry
marshes, or other small bodies of water. It may
also be found in vacant lots in urban areas, and
areas partly overgrown by shrubs and trees. It
likes to hide in dense patches of grass that have
lots of dead vegetation. But sometimes it hides
under rocks or debris such as boards, and
cardboard, or around old stone foundations.

Little is known about where this snake goes in
the winter. It may hibernate in animal or crayfish
burrows.

What you can do to help

v' Keep your property as natural as possible.
Leave brush piles and logs to decay where
they lie and be very cautious when mowing
lawns near Butler's Gartersnake habitat.

v Provide vegetated corridors for snakes to
move between habitat patches by not mowing
grass within these corridors.

v Restore Butler's Gartersnake habitat by
reversing natural succession and removing
nuisance or exotic plants such as reed canary
grass.

v" Control erosion to minimize risk of sediment
release into rivers, streams, lakes and
wetlands.

v Avoid the use of pesticides and herbicides
that can negatively impact, earthworms, their
main food source.

v Watch for snakes on the road from May-
October every year and avoid running them
over—and please help spread the word!



Saving Butler's Gartersnake

General Best Stewardship Practices

v Keep domestic pets on a leash when
outside to prevent them from harming or
harassing native wildlife.

v Learn to identify invasive species. Your
local Conservation Authority or Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources Office can
provide you with information on invasive
species that occur in your area and what you
can do to help prevent their spread.

v Learn about stewardship activities in your
area and actively participate in protecting
Species at Risk. To find more information
about stewardship activities in your area,
contact your local Stewardship Council or
Conservation Authority.

v Take advantage of the Environmental Farm
Plan program. To learn more contact the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources or the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs.

v If you have Species at Risk on your property,
you may be eligible for stewardship programs
or financial incentives that support the
protection and recovery of Species at Risk and
their habitats. Contact the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources for more information.

v Report any illegal activity related to plants
and wildlife to 1-877-TIPS-MNR (847-7667)
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Status

Butler's Gartersnake is listed as Endangered
nationally and provincially. It is illegal to Kill,
harm or collect the species, or to destroy its
habitat in Ontario.

Carolinian Canada Coalition is working with
local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
Offices, Conservation Authorities and other
Non-Governmental Organizations to recover
Species at Risk.

You can help the recovery efforts by protecting
this species and its habitat.




