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What are species at risk?
A "species at risk" is any naturally-occurring 

plant or animal in danger of extinction or of 

disappearing from the province. Once 

classified as "at risk", they are added to the 

Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List.



� The federal Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC) was established through the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA) as the 
authority for assessing the conservation status of species that may be at risk of 
extinction in Canada and for the development of Recovery Plans and Actions. 
COSEWIC uses the best available scientific, community and Aboriginal knowledge 
to evaluate risk of extinction.

� Ontario's Endangered Species Act provides protection for species designated by 
SARA. To determine official provincial status, Ontario has a parallel committee 
called the Committee on Species at Risk in Ontario (COSARO).

� The Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC), as part of an international 
system of conservation data centres, also assesses species' status globally, in 
Canada and in Ontario. 

The NHIC, working with counterparts across Canada, the U.S. and the world, 
assigns Global Ranks of 1 to 5 for species and Provincial Ranks of 1 to 5 based on 
range, population size and other factors. The Natural Heritage Information Centre 
also assesses the status of ecosystem or vegetation communities.



• A Recovery Strategy Recovery Strategy is a planning document that

• identifies what needs to be done to arrest or reverse 
the decline of a species.

• A Recovery Action Plan Recovery Action Plan outlines the projects or • A Recovery Action Plan Recovery Action Plan outlines the projects or 
activities required to meet the goals and objectives 
outlined in the recovery strategy.

• A Recovery Team Recovery Team is empowered to implement the 
Recovery Action Plan.

Examples: Karner Blue, American Badger, Barn Owl, 
Hooded Warbler, Ontario Multi-Turtle, Tallgrass, 
Carolinian Woodlands.



Species at risk terminology

• Extinct: no longer exists anywhere

• Extirpated: no longer exists in wild in 

region, but occurs elsewhere

• Endangered: species facing imminent 

extinction or extirpation (80 species)

• Threatened: species risks becoming 

endangered if factors not reversed (48)

• Special concern: species sensitive to 

human activities/natural events* (46)



Threats, causes and stats:

• Habitat loss: local, international

• Habitat degradation: loss of quality

• Invasive species: aquatic & terrestrial

• Pollution: water quality, temperature• Pollution: water quality, temperature

• Direct mortality: over-harvesting, road kill, 

persecution

• Climate change: warmer, wetter, disaster 

events

• 200 species at risk in Ontario

• ~140 at risk species in the Carolinian region



Less than 1% of Canada’s 

land mass

Home to 7 million people

¼ of all Canadians

> 95% privately owned land
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All plants and wildlife depend on healthy habitat. In fact, the loss of habitat 

is one of the main reasons that species are at risk today. A range of factors 

can lead to habitat loss. These factors include increased development, 

resource management activities, pollution and the spread of invasive plants 

and animals.





Biodiversity enriches our lives and provides us with 

clean air and water, as well as the food, fibre, medicine 

and other resources that we need to survive.
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Species at risk 

recovery is a key part 

of protecting our 

biodiversity. Ontario's 

Biodiversity Strategy 

includes a set of 

principles, goals and 

actions we all can take 

to protect and recover 

species at risk.



Reasons to protect SAR & habitats:

• benefits water quality/quantity, air 

• benefits soils and slope stability• benefits soils and slope stability

• provides recreational opportunities

• benefits native species

• potential tax savings

• intrinsic value



What can be done to help species at risk and habitats?

- Recovery efforts for single/multiple species, natural 

communities, watersheds. (government and private role)

- Increase awareness of local habitats, species, your property

- Address critical threats (e.g. pollution, direct mortality)

- Conserve, protect, and restore important habitats



Conservation efforts in Elgin…

• excellent conservation return on investment

• high existing natural cover increases 

effectiveness of conservation actions

• actions benefit multiple species 

• e.g. restoration of even small areas reduces 

fragmentation, increases interior habitat



• Small scale habitat enhancements 

make a  meaningful difference

• Larger-scale efforts reap big 

rewards, e.g. stream buffers, forest 

edge buffers & corridors, ponds

• Community projects



Many groups and agencies can 

provide advice to landowners:

• Conservation authorities

• Stewardship councils, MNR, 

OMAFRA, etc.

• Conservation groups, e.g. land 

trusts, Carolinian Canada Coalition, trusts, Carolinian Canada Coalition, 

Tallgrass Ontario

• Woodlot Owners’ Associations

• Working together makes sense!



Species at risk resources & related programs:

• Conservation Land Tax Incentive Program*

• Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program

• Alternate Land Use Strategy (ALUS)

• Environmental Farm Plans

• Ontario Species at Risk Stewardship Fund

• Ecological Gifts Program (Env’t. Canada)

• Land Trusts

A few web sources:

Ministry of Natural Resources: www.mnr.gov.on.ca

Royal Ontario Museum (ROM): www.rom.on.ca

Natural Heritage Information Centre  http://nhic.mnr.gov.on


